
community, this and 

in years past, deserve 

a big round of 

applause.  Take a look 

inside to see the 

detailed information 

about what made the 

grade. 

Thanks to all of you! 

Clayton Guiraud, 

2009 President 

It gives me great 

pleasure to announce 

this recognition to 

our Chapter.  The 

California Land 

Surveyors 

Association has 

acclaimed the efforts 

of Sacramento 

chapter for 2008!  It 

is a great honor being 

acknowledged in 

such capacity and is 

tantamount to our 

hard work.  

Everybody, from the 

officers to the 

members around the 

Chapter of the Year 
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Member of the Year 

Newsletter of the Year 

Chapter of the Year 
The Chapter of the 

Year Award is 

presented to the CLSA 

chapter that best 

demonstrates overall 

excellence and has best 

supported and promoted 

the mission and 

objectives of CLSA.  

The Sacramento 

Chapter made great 

strides in 2008.  They 

have increased the 

educational 

opportunities available 

to members including 

hosting both an LS and 

LSIT workshop. The 

Sacramento Chapter 

remains active in their 

local community by 

participating in 

Habitat for Humanity 

and they continued to 

support the CLSA 

Outreach program by 

attending and manning 

a CLSA booth at the 

GeoWoodstock 

GeoCaching event.  

nent content, ef-

fective writing as 

well as layout and 

overall appear-

ance.  The Chap-

ter Newsletter of 

Criteria for news-

letter of the year 

is based on Con-

sistency and time-

liness of the 

newsletter, perti-

the Year went to 

Annette Lockhart, 

Editor of the Sac-

ramento Chapter 

Focal Point.  

This year’s recipient 

has gone above and 

beyond the call of duty. 

He has dedicated his 

time, energy and 

talents to CLSA for 

many years. His hard 

work has helped to give 

national recognition to 

CLSA in the form of 

two consecutive National 

Journalism awards from 

NSPS. If you haven’t met 

him, you may feel like you 

know him from reading his 

editorials in the California 

Surveyor magazine.   The CLSA 

Member of the Year Award goes 

to John Wilusz, Editor of the 

California Surveyor magazine.  

Member of the Year is 

given to someone who 

is considered to be the 

person that has best 

supported and 

promoted the 

objectives of CLSA 

and who has 

contributed the most 

to CLSA activities. 

F O C A L  P O I N T  
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This is CLSA’s highest service recognition.  As such, the recipient must 
demonstrate exemplary service to the profession extending beyond the chapter/
local level for an extended period of time. This year’s winner has a long-term 
record of leadership and commitment to both CLSA and the profession.  He is a 
past president of CLSA.  In addition, he has protected the rights of California Land 
Surveyors by serving for many years as a liaison to the National Council of 
Examiners for Engineers and Surveyors (NCEES). This year’s CLSA Distinguished 
Service award goes to a very distinguished member of our profession – Howard 
Brunner (A former member of Sacramento Chapter).  

CLSA Distinguished Service Award  

Chapter 

members at 

Conference 

Howard Brunner, Matt 

Vernon, John Wilusz, Bill 

Telling, Annette Lockhart 
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I attended the quarterly Board meeting in Oakland on the 25th, and the following is a 

report of the meeting. 

 

The meeting was called to order at approximately 10:30, and following the roll call 

and Pledge of Allegiance, the minutes from the past meeting were approved with no 

modifications. 

 

There is a request from the Board for comments on the “Strategic Planning” document, 

as well as a copy of the Chapter’s Strategic Planning document. These should be sent 

to the Central Office. We also need to send a copy of the Chapter’s By-Laws to the 

Central Office for review by the By-Laws Committee. 

 

Executive Committee member reports were also given and accepted. A special note on 

the Central Office report is as follows: 

 

Chapters are required to provide the CLSA Central Office with the following 

information. 

2010 Chapter Officers – Deadline September 30th. Chapters submitting the 

names of 2 or more representatives are required to furnish Central Office with a 

copy of chapter’s membership in good standing during the month of July for 

comparison with State members in good standing. Central Office will notify 

Chapters of number of eligible representatives. 

2009 Chapter Report – Deadline: December 31
st
. 

 

Special notes on the Executive Committee meeting actions are as follows: 

The Executive Committee is looking into implementing a TWIST Program for the 

State. (Rob McMillan is familiar with this program that is being used by the 

Washington State Surveyors Association). 

A letter has been approved and is being sent to the LA Department of Public Works 

regarding the requirements of a County Surveyor. A copy of the letter will be 

forthcoming to the Chapter Executive Committee. 

A financial firm is going to be hired to help aid in the management of State CLSA 

monies. 

 

F O C A L  P O I N T  

CLSA Board Notes respectfully submitted by Bill Telling 
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In the Administrative Division, the Nominating 

Committee recommended for elective offices: 

 President-Elect – William Hofferber 

 Secretary – Frank Lehmann 

 Treasurer – Thomas A. Taylor 

Motion was made to close nominations and accept 

Committee’s recommendations. Motion passed 

 

In the Education Division, there were several Committees with noteworthy reports: 

The Education committee reported an approximate earnings of $13,000.00 from the 

Conference auctions. 

Several Chapters have not met their commitments to the Scholarship Fund. 

The Workshop Committee is looking to set up a “Basic Survey Calculations” and 

“Railroad” workshop for this year. The “Condo Discussion Panel” has been scratched 

due to the economy. 

The Workshop Committee is also looking into a “BLM Manual Update” workshop for the 

early part of 2010. 

 

In the Legislative Division, noteworthy reports were as follows: 

The Legislative Committee is working on many action items. Please see me if you are 

interested in reviewing the report. 

The Legislative Committee also brought up the idea of a “Parcel Map for a Lot Line 

Adjustment”. A lengthy discussion followed with the idea being “squashed”. 

The Professional Practices Committee is soliciting for examples of “Monument 

Preservation Provisions” used on plans, specifications and estimates for review. 

The CEAC Committee has revised the “Guide to the Preparation of Records of Survey 

and Corner Records”.  

 

In the Membership Division, noteworthy items are as follows: 

The Membership Committee is reminding everyone to PAY THEIR DUES! 

The Safety/Tailgate Committee plans to have a guide in place for review early next year. 

 

In the Conference Division, the dates for the 2010 conference were decided upon: 

February 27, 2010 thru March 3, 2010 at the Silver Legacy in Reno. 

CLSA Board Notes respectfully submitted by Bill Telling 
CLSA Board Notes continued 
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Trig Star by Don Ivy 
Here are the results 

for our chapter 

effort.  More 

support from the 

membership in 

getting involved in 

the program would 

get us more 

participants.  The 

state CLSA pays for 

the license to put on 

Trig-Star every 

year.  I will write 

the two sponsors 

for assistance with 

the awards.  I 

would like Nick to 

order plaques from 

the Trig-Star 

headquarters, or 

have me do it and 

get reimbursed.  

Now is the time to 

get the plaques 

going so the kids 

can get their awards 

in May. 

Russell Smith had a 

modest turnout at 

Laguna Creek H.S. 

this year.  Jason 

Richmond is the 

new teacher 

involved with 

Trigstar at the 

school this year.  

Grace Go scored 85 

on the exam.  Russ 

indicated he may 

add another school 

next year-

Consumnes Oaks. 

Rudy Lopez had 5 

students at Elk 

Grove High School.  

Alexander Yuen 

scored 90.  Dan 

Tomkins scored 80. 

F O C A L  P O I N T  

The Board is pleased to announce that it has appointed David Brown as the new Executive 

Officer. Mr. Brown previously worked for the Board as the Special Assistant to the 

Executive Officer and as the Board's Legislative Analyst. He most recently served as the 

Executive Officer of the Court Reporters Board of California. Mr. Brown's tenure as the 

Executive Officer will begin on June 1, 2009. 

BPELS ANNOUNCEMENT 
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Being a Corporate Sponsor is a reasonable and cost effective way to support the Sacramento Chapter of 

CLSA. This corporate support is vital to sustaining our chapter activities, monthly newsletter and 

scholarship fund. If your firm would like to become a Corporate Sponsor please contact the editor at: 

focalpointeditor@gmail.com or (209) 518-9962. 

GONZALES 

SURVEYS, INC. 
DBE/SMBE UNION SIGNATORY 

6240 West 6th Street 

Rio Linda, CA  95673 

(916) 768-6303 

11661 Blocker Dr. 

Ste 200 

Auburn, CA  95603 

(530) 885-7072 

1788 Tribute Rd. Ste. 200 
Sacramento, CA  95815 
(916) 927-2400 

7300 Folsom Blvd., Ste 203  

Sacramento, CA  95826 

2590 Venture Oaks Way 

Sacramento, CA 95833-3288 

(916) 569-2500 

3301 C Street #100-B 

Sacramento, CA  95816 

(916) 341-7760 

Morrow Surveying 
1450 Harbor Blvd. Ste. D 

West Sacramento, CA  95691 
(916) 372-8538 

5979 Freeport Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA  95822 
(916) 421-3465 

Burrell Consulting Group, Inc. 
1001 Enterprise Way, Suite 100 
Roseville, CA 95678 

2001 Broadway, 3rd Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 

(510) 834-2001                                           www.hjw.com 

2295 Gateway Oaks Drive, Suite #140 

Sacramento, Ca. 95833 

Ph: (916) 923-5820 

1300 Ethan Way, Suite 300 

Sacramento, CA 95825 

(916) 921-9033 

info@cbcsurveys.com 

P.O. Box 661412 

Sacramento, CA 95866 

916-489-3528 

David B. Karoly, LS 7849 

Boundary & Topographic Surveys 

GPS Control Surveys 

1075 Creekside Ridge Dr. Ste 200  
Roseville, CA 95678 
(916) 788-8122  

Now located in Sacramento 

R/W Mapping, Topos, Boundaries 

A full-service DBE/SBE firm 

916-419-2070 

Cooper Thorne & Associates 
Engineering & Surveying 
3233 Monier Circle 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95742 

3380 Industrial Blvd., #105 
West Sacramento, CA 95691 
(916) 374-8575 

Radman Aerial Surveys 
6220 24th Street 

Sacramento, CA  95822 
(916) 391-1651 

Thanks to Our Corporate Sponsors for Supporting the Sacramento Chapter 

mailto:focalpointeditor@gmail.com?subject=Focal%20Point%20comments
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When is a Monument a Corner 

By William J. Wilson, PLS 

Very recently, a report came out about the “Four Corners Monu-

ment” being out of position some 2.5 miles.  In case you are not fa-

miliar with this National Monument, it is the only place in the 

United States where four states, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, 

and Utah, share a common corner. 

As surveyors, we encounter such questions of Corner position and 

monument validity on a regular basis, perhaps not on such a grand 

scale.  Two feet or two miles, the question remains the same: where 

is the corner?  I have read a number of comments on this subject, 

the most predominate pointing to “Original Monuments hold, even 

when out of position,” as we know a monument is not necessarily a 

corner unless there is a call to said monument in the description, 

and yet that may not be true either.  The question really is, “was the 

description written or plat prepared as a result of the survey that set 

the monument, or was a survey done and monuments set as a result 

of the description or plat?” 

Basically we should ask, “which came first, the chicken or the 

egg?” Sorry, wrong question. Fortunately for us as surveyors, it is 

easier to determine which came first, the deed or the survey?  It 

seems to me that this portion of the question is overlooked far too 

often.   With many surveys there may not be a problem overlooking 

such a question, but you should always ask the question and 

know the answer. 

I have followed behind many surveys that border up against 

or were coincidental with, an existing Boundary or Section 

Line where subsequent monuments were set (presumably on 

the line), and then newer surveys are performed only holding 

the newer monuments. What is the boundary? The monu-

mented line or the original boundary?  What if the newer 

monuments are found to be a foot or more over or short of 

F O C A L  P O I N T  
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the original boundary?  Yet, they are original monuments in their own right, being set as 

part of the survey that created the newer parcel. 

I went to a Walt Robillard seminar a few years ago.  He asked the attendees about when 

do we set subdivision corners, “at the creation of the map or after construction is com-

pleted?  Do you put a note on your map expressing that the monuments are to be set by a 

certain date?”  As far as I remember, Walt did not elaborate on this, but it made me stop 

and think.  The weight of the monument changes when you set it after the map.  Although 

it is your map and your monument, the two are no longer linked in the same way. It would 

not matter if you set the monument after the map is filed or if some other surveyor set it, 

its value is diminished.  Now, it is no longer an original monument, but it is a secondary 

survey monument. We will not get into radial surveys during this discussion, other than to 

make you think about how they differ from line surveys and how the monument now re-

lates to the corner. 

So, before we can make a determination as to whether the “Four Corners Monument” is 

the corner or if it is out of place, we need to know whether any of the Four Adjoining 

States boundaries were established before a monument was set, or if any of them were 

created as a result of the placement of the monument.  Then, and only then, can we begin 

to make a determination… or start asking more questions. 

Former Sacramento Chapter member, Tom Taylor (Caltrans) has been 

nominated for the office of CLSA Treasurer 2010!  Currently, Mr. Taylor 

is a board representative for the East Bay Chapter and Chairman for 

the CLSA Legislative Committee.  While in Sacramento Chapter, he was 

instrumental in the start of the LS Prep Class. 

While in other places... 
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F O C A L  P O I N T  

Here are a couple of pictures 
that Melanie Jones took of our 
friend Neil on the caber toss.  
In this event he took second 
place.  He also took second 
place in the open stone, 16 lb.  
For the whole of his effort, he 
finished third overall in the 
Men's Masters 50+.   

Weekend 
Warrior 
Training  
Scottish 
Style  
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way out of the parking lot, find a 

place to eat, stand in line behind 

50 engineers, choke down a 

burger, fight their way back to a 

parking spot and rush back to the 

exam room. I concluded with 

encouragement to òkick some 

butt on the exam.ó They were 

most appreciative of the effort by 

the Chapter.  

While the candidates were toiling 

away, I strung up the new 

Sacramento CLSA banner 

between the trees in the grassy 

median outside the main 

entrance to Cal Expo, and set out 

some camp chairs. Bill Jackson 

arrived shortly after with a 

folding table and coolers full of 

iced-down drinks. Annette 

arrived about 11:10 am with the 

sandwiches and chips. Chapter 

representative Bill Telling joined 

the group and we welcomed 

candidates to the complementary 

lunch.  State specific exam 

candidate and LSAW member 

Brian Gillooly from the Seattle 

area joined the group, met other 

candidates, and helped clean up 

at the end of the lunch.  

Saturday Annette Lockhart and 

Bill Jackson participated again, 

and Don Ivy assisted also. Things 

didnõt go quite as smoothly 

Saturday, because not all the LSIT 

candidates got the message we 

were providing lunch for them, 

but many attended, as well as 

many State specific LS candidates. 

The few leftovers each day were 

donated to local charity Loaves 

and Fishes. 

All in all, I think it was a success. 

We put this together at the last 

minute, and had reasonable 

success. At least we proved we 

could do it, even with a small 

crew, and the candidates that 

took us up on it, really 

appreciated it. It was certainly 

the only lunch provided by any 

professional associations. What 

do you think? Should CLSA 

sponsor lunch for candidates at 

every LS/LSIT exam site? What 

other options should we 

consider? 

The Sacramento Chapter voted at 

the April meeting to provide 

lunches to National (NCEES) Land 

Surveyor and LSIT exam 

candidates at the Cal Expo 

location this April. We discussed 

options at the meeting, and 

followed up with Executive 

Committee discussions and the 

decision to provide Subway 

sandwiches, drinks, and chips. 

Secretary Annette Lockhart and I 

purchased the drinks and chips 

from Costco, and then found the 

Subway location most convenient 

to Cal Expo at 37th & J Street. 

Treasurer Nick Labedzki met us 

there on Thursday night to order 

and pay for the sandwiches.  

I posted notices on the CLSA 

Forum, but in case the message 

didnõt get out, I went to Cal Expo 

early Friday morning and met with 

BPELS staff and proctors to ask 

permission to address the Land 

Surveyor candidates. Staff and 

proctors were supportive of our 

gesture, so I stepped into the 

exam room and got everyoneõs 

attention. I announced that the 

Sacramento Chapter of CLSA 

would provide a free lunch Friday 

to all LS candidates Friday, and 

LSITs Saturday. I explained that 

the candidates had enough to 

worry about without having to 

rush out to their cars, fight their 

Free Lunch by Rob 

McMillan 



P A G E  1 2  

F O C A L  P O I N T  
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Sacramento CLSA 

Chapter members Ed 

Zimmerman, John 

Adam, Jill Van Houten, 

and Rob McMillan wel-

comed high school 

students from around 

the area to the Sacra-

mento City College 

main campus Saturday, 

April 25th, as part of 

SCCõs High School 

Open House.  

These Land Surveyors 

had total stations, data 

collectors, a GPS sys-

tem, and a level for 

prospective students 

to experiment with. 

We discussed the edu-

cational opportunities 

available to young peo-

ple interested in the 

profession, and the in-

volvement of CLSA in 

scholarships and pro-

gram support. 

Wanted: one Yuba County Surveyor 

 

 

http://www.co.yuba.ca.us/departments/Personnel/

documents/Job%20Flyers/County%20Surveyor%204-

09.pdf 
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