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From the West: Exit Rocklin-Taylor Road. Cross over freeway and turn 
right at first driveway. 

From the East: Exit Eureka road. Cross over freeway to Taylor Road (first 
stop light). Turn left and follow Taylor Road back over the freeway. Turn 
right at first driveway. 
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April 29, 2008 
 
CLSA Board of Directors Meeting-April 26, 2008 
 
Meeting was called to order at 9:30 followed by roll call and introduction of members, 
representatives and guests. 
 
Presidents report highlighted the importance of Board attendance, participation on committees, 
reporting back to the Chapter, and encouraging Chapter member participation. An application 
requesting retired corporate membership grade for Ted Kerber. Motion was made to accept retired 
membership application. Passed 

 
President-elect report: Matt Vernon still wanting to address Chapter meetings. Would prefer joint meetings. Also, 
Crissy, from the Central office is available to speak.  
 
Secretary’s report: Salary survey closes May 10th. Please take the survey, and have other take it also. The survey will 
only allow login from one IP address. The report is due by July 1, 2008. The Board is requesting participation by 
field personnel. 
CLSA has met with Nevada Association of Land Surveyors, and the placement of a commemorative plaque at 
Cabella’s in Boomtown recognizing the astronomical observation station is well under way. It should be noted that 
this is not a boundary or control monument, and the cost should be taken care of by donations. 
 
Treasurer’s report: Membership dues are due by July 1, 2008. Chapters need to report membership by July 1. 
 
Executive Directors report: CLSA office will be closed May 1 through May 5 as the office is moving to a larger 
location. Phone number will remain the same. It was also brought up that all Chapter members should be State 
members as stated in the by-laws. Chapter representation is based on corporate members of both State and Chapter 
level.   
 
Motions by the Executive committee are as follows: 

The professional development program logo has been approved 
A tri-fold right of entry card has been drafted 
Conference 2009 negotiations are under way with 2 hotels in San Diego (See page 3 for details.) 
Funding has been approved to have the PDP record keeping maintained on-line and based entirely on user input. 

 
Highlights from other committees are as follows:  
 
Nomination committee report:  Nomination slate for 2009 officers is: 
President-elect: Aaron Smith 
Secretary: William Hofferber 
Treasurer: Frank Lehmann 
Nominations were approved and closed. The only way to get another nominee on the ballot is to 
have 10 corporate members submit the nomination in writing by July 1, 2008. 
 
Legislative committee: Initial feedback from the Deputy Attorney’s office has determined that 
the right of entry only applies to the LS and not subordinates. Also, initial feedback on liability 
for surveyors is that the Latent & Patent defect law should establish limits of liability on 
boundary surveys as a monumented boundary is considered an improvement on the land. 
 
Scouting Merit Badge committee: There is a move to reach out to the Girl Scouts, Webelos and 
Indian Guides and Indian Princesses to promote badges or awards in surveying. Efforts we make 
on these fronts strengthen our service to the community, the public image of Land Surveyors. Participation in these 
events can open business opportunities.  
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Here is an example of a new 
surveyor vest! 
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Our very own  
       Pat Tami  

 
Is the new Vice President Western 
Region NCEES and NCEES Board 

of Directors. 
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Being a Corporate Sponsor is a reasonable and cost effective way to support the Sacramento Chapter of 
CLSA. This corporate support is vital to sustaining our chapter activities, monthly newsletter and 
scholarship fund. If your firm would like to become a Corporate Sponsor please contact the editor at: 
focalpointeditor@gmail.com or (209) 518-9962. 

GONZALES 
SURVEYS, INC. 

DBE/SMBE UNION SIGNATORY 

6240 West 6th Street 
Rio Linda, CA  95673 

(916) 768-6303 

11661 Blocker Dr. 

Ste 200 

Auburn, CA  95603 

(530) 885-7072 

1788 Tribute Rd. Ste. 200 
Sacramento, CA  95815 
(916) 927-2400 

7300 Folsom Blvd., Ste 203  

Sacramento, CA  95826 

2590 Venture Oaks Way 
Sacramento, CA 95833-3288 
(916) 569-2500 

3301 C Street #100-B 

Sacramento, CA  95816 

(916) 341-7760 

Morrow Surveying 
1450 Harbor Blvd. Ste. D 

West Sacramento, CA  95691 
(916) 372-8538 

5979 Freeport Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA  95822 
(916) 421-3465 

Burrell Consulting Group, Inc. 
1001 Enterprise Way, Suite 100 
Roseville, CA 95678 

 
4733 Auburn Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA 95841 
(916) 344-0232 

2001 Broadway, 3rd Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 

(510) 834-2001                                           www.hjw.com  

2295 Gateway Oaks Drive, Suite #140 

Sacramento, Ca. 95833 

Ph: (916) 923-5820 

1300 Ethan Way, Suite 300 
Sacramento, CA 95825 
(916) 921-9033 
info@cbcsurveys.com 

P.O. Box 661412 
Sacramento, CA 95866 
916-489-3528 

David B. Karoly, LS 7849 
Boundary & Topographic Surveys 
GPS Control Surveys 

1075 Creekside Ridge Dr. Ste 200  
Roseville, CA 95678 
(916) 788-8122  

Now located in Sacramento 
R/W Mapping, Topos, Boundaries 
A full-service DBE/SBE firm 
916-419-2070 

Cooper Thorne & Associates 
Engineering & Surveying 
3233 Monier Circle 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95742 

3380 Industrial Blvd., #105 
West Sacramento, CA 95691 
(916) 374-8575 

Radman Aerial Surveys 
6220 24th Street 

Sacramento, CA  95822 
(916) 391-1651 

Thanks to Our Corporate Sponsors for Supporting the  Sacramento Chapter  
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Why would CLSA surveyors Annette Lockhart, Bill Jackson, and Rob 
McMillan be recruiting for the surveying profession at a Geocache 
event? Read on and you will see the connection. 
 
GeoWoodstock VI was a worldwide one-day gathering of fanatic 
geocachers. Geocaching, as defined by geocaching.com is: “an 
entertaining adventure game for GPS users. Participating in a cache 
hunt is a good way to take advantage of the wonderful features and 
capabilities of a GPS unit. The basic idea is to have individuals and 
organizations set up caches all over the world and share the locations 
of these caches on the Internet. GPS users can then use the location 
coordinates to find the caches.” GeoWoodstock VI certainly 
exemplified the ‘entertaining 
adventure game’ of this worldwide 

outdoor hobby sub culture. 
 
How does geocaching work? It all started in 2000 when GPS satellite 
selective availability (SA) was turned off. A couple of guys hid a can 
of beans and told other GPS users to find it. Geocaching exploded after 
that one event. Now, geocachers hide a "cache", record the position 
with a (handheld) GPS, then upload the info to the internet. Other 
geocachers lookup the listings, then go out to find the caches. Caches 
can be any size from a nano-cache (smaller than your pinky) to a large 
military ammo can. And guess what these GPS hobbyists use to find 
these caches? Eyeballs and sometimes, metal detectors. Seem familiar? When the cache is found, the 
finder writes their name on a log sheet, if the cache has one, then later logs the "find" on the Internet. Just 
how many caches are there globally? 585,496! Within the last week 62,308 geocaching.com account 
holders logged a total of 490,537 site logs. 
 

GeoWoodstock VI went off without a hitch, except for the 
slightly damp weather last Saturday. The attendees and the 
venue, Bishop's Pumpkin Farm in Wheatland, were well 
prepared for the occasional sprinkle. We preferred the 65 
degree temperatures to the typical alternative for this time of 
year. Wheatland's estimated (2006) population of 3,580, 
nearly doubled for the day, as close to 3000 treasure seekers 
invaded the quiet, rural town. Visitors came from all over 
the world. There were geocachers from Denmark, 
Germany, England, British Columbia, Switzerland, and all 
over the USA.  GeoWoodstock VI is the 2008 installment of 
a series of "mega-events" that offer an opportunity for 
cachers from all over the world to meet and socialize. The 
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event, including the activities, seminars, and discussions was free 
to attend. Even the dinner was free! In 2009, GeoWoodstock VII 
will be held in Tennessee. 
  
There were several "Geo-celebrities" in attendance. Rob met the 
number one cacher in the world (27,000+ finds), as well as the 
number three (14,750+/- finds). Several others from the top ten 
also attended. One item of note was the contents of the first 
geocache ever. Referred to as OCB, the "Original Can of Beans" 
was displayed in a Plexiglas case.  There were also many 
different kinds of "travel bugs" (caches that are moved all over 
the world - the idea is to log the find, and the position, so the 

travel bug's progress can be plotted on an internet GIS 
map). Some "travel bugs" are stuffed animals, some are 
little Hot Wheels type cars, some folks have even turned 
their actual vehicles into travel bugs. We saw a 
refrigerator door that was a travel bug, and we even met 
a living breathing travel bug - a geocacher with a tattoo 
of a travel bug on his leg. Do you get the feeling these 
people are a bit serious about this game? 
  
Vendors and presenters, alike, had satisfactory 
accommodations in a large tented area near the train 
station that serves the 24-inch gauge Pumpkin Farm 
Railroad (a diesel locomotive with eight cars). Evan 
Page and family stopped in the afternoon to offer a 
breather. Bill set up a pair of Topcon XT GPS units and 
logged a Lat/Long position for the geocachers to check 

their handheld units for accuracy, which turned out to be quite popular. A Nikon total station, with the large 
CLSA recruiting banner in the background, was also set up to wow the crowd with more Land Surveying 
technology. And no, as we told several geocachers, you don’t need a total station to hunt for caches. But, if 
you want to use this great technology, become a surveyor! Throughout the day a steady stream of geocachers 
walked by the booth, stopping to ask questions about the equipment and the profession. They were really 
interested in the capabilities of the equipment and requested information on how to become a Land Surveyor, 
where to go to school, what the pay scales were, and of course many questions about NGS benchmarks. NGS 
benchmarks are very popular with geocachers. They just love hunting for the brass disks, recording the Lat/
Long of the disk, taking a few pictures and logging the find on the Geocache website. There are literally 
thousands of NGS benchmarks recorded on the Geocache website, and may times offer the most recent 
information regarding monument condition. Of course, we had to point 
out to a lot of the geocachers that they go looking for their caches and 
benchmarks just for fun, but if they got into surveying they could still 
have fun hunting for NGS treasures, using GPS, and they’d get paid to 
do it! 
  
All in all, we were in familiar territory with GPS units galore, metal 
detectors buzzing, enthusiastic people loving what they were doing that 
day. The CLSA presence at GeoWoodstock VI was successful in both 
the recruiting aspect, as well as the public outreach effort.  
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Editor    Annette Lockhart (209) 518-9962  focalpointeditor@gmail.com 
 

The FOCAL POINT is a publication of the Sacramento Area Chapter of the California Land Surveyors 
Association and is pleased to publish letters from land surveyors and other interested persons on subject 
matter relevant to the land surveying profession.  Please include your name, address and daytime phone 
number. Views expressed are the opinions of the individual writers and are not necessarily those of CLSA, the 
Chapter, or the editor. FOCAL POINT accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of the information given. 
Letters may be edited and published in any format. All letters submitted become the property of the Focal 
Point. Due to space restrictions, FOCAL POINT reserves the right to hold letters for publication at a later 
date. 
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